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exercised authority it must be only such as was forced upon them, such as they could not conscientiously refuse, and such as they would gladly lay aside when opportunity offered.
These general rules Gregory was careful to observe in his own dealings with the Imperial officials. To the utmost of his power he avoided any collision with them or any interference with them in the discharge of their duties. Yet when he was aware of any wrong-doing, he did not hesitate to take action. His attitude was exactly that which he recommended to his agent in Sicily, Peter the Subdeacon. " Let the nobles and the Praetor like you for your humility, and not dread you for your pride. Yet if you hear that they are doing any wrong to the poor, put away your humility at once and take a lofty tone. When they do well be always submissive to them, but when they do ill oppose them with all your might. So behave that your humility be not lax or your righteousness stiff, but let righteousness season humility, and humility make your righteous ardour gentle."x Although the tone of his letters to officials is usually suave and complimentary, Gregory had no scruple in speaking with masterful authority when it seemed necessary to do so, since he was convinced that he was " superior in place and rank" even to the Exarch himself.2 His method of interfering was usually this. When the peccant official was of subordinate rank, a protest was sent to his superior. When the superior himself was in fault, Gregory first made a strong appeal to his good feeling and sense of right; afterwards, if such an appeal proved fruitless, representations were made to the authorities at Constantinople, even, if necessary, to the Emperor himself.
I will now quote, in illustration, two remarkable letters of remonstrance, of which one refers to the grievances of the provincials in the islands, the other rebukes an act of violence inflicted on an individual. In both cases the Pope stands forth boldly as the champion of justice and fair dealing; in
1  ]$pp. L 39a.  Jotu Diac. Vitaiii. 48 : " Cunctorum iudicum cupiditates vel scelera Gregorius quasi camo frenoque pontificii sui, validissimis auctoritatibus restringebat, et si quos dulciter a pravitate corrigere non valebat, scriptorum suorum redargutionibus publicabat."
2  E'gp. ii. 45 :   "Movere vos non debet praefati excellentissimi viri Eo-mani patricii animositas, quia nos quantum euni loco et ordine praeinius, tantum si qua sunt eius levia tolerare mature et graviter debemus."